—

A "L

ART JEWELRY FORUM

wunsiaen My Philadelphia Story:

An AJF Newcomer Describes our 2002 Tour —

Last November, as AJF members would meet each moming in the Sofitel hotel lobby, we
created a virtual art jewelry exhibit that changed daily, or even more frequently, as we dressed
for dinner. It was fascinating to see such a range of jewelry on real people instead of in show-
cases. This daily bit of excitement was just one of many pleasant surprises in store for me.

Each day offerad multiple new wonders, and absolutely every aspect of this tour was a delight. Since this was
my first AJF tour, et me share some impressions and mamaories with you,

For starters, | was most impressed with the easy camaradens of our group—a mix of interesting people from
throughout the country who make, sall, and buy (o, like me, want to buy) conternporary art jewelry. Plus, there
wera s0 marty feasts for the eves, as well as 50 much to leam—in schools, in the homes we visted whera wa
enjoved such exdraondinary hospitality, and with the artists we met

There were real feasts, too, faaturing food from around the world, culminating with a Saturday night dinner at
Tangearine, rated one of the top 100 restaurants in the country. On an indhidual culinary note, Ellzabeth
Shypertt, of Vehet Davinal in San Francisco, enioyed her first genuine Philadelphia cheese steak sandwich,

And, ves, gentle reader, if vou missed this tour, you missed superb
shopping—at The Philadeiphia Museum Craft Show, directly from
talented artists, and in local galeries ke the Snydemman/\Works
Gallery, owned by tour hosts Ruth and Rick Snyderman

Each day, Ruth escorted our group of 22, and heng ane just a
few highights of the adventures she and Rick so carefully
planned, and we 50 thoroughly enjoved

Going back to school: \We visited two prestigious schools
known for producing talentad artists in many fields, Sharon
Church presented an ovenvew of the metals program at tha
Philadelphia College of At, while Stanley Lechtzin and his associates did the same at Tyler School of Art,
Ir bath schoots, we saw innovathe work by both students and professors. In particular, Tver student Jennlfer
Stoltls impressed me with her talent, poiss, and innovative jewslny—all of her flexible pieces change
depending on how the wearer wants to put them on.
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Sl el gl VB CALL FOR
ENTRIES GOES OUT: AWARD AMOUNT

t he AJF will grant
its 4th “Emerging

Artist Award” in 2003,

The award will be a cash award of 52000
and a year's membership to SNAG. The
award will be announced at SOFA Chicago,
October 16-19,

Jurors for the AJF
EMERGING ARTIST
AWARD 2003:

Mancy Worden-
Northwest Jewelry
Artist, teacher, curator,
collector; Jo Lauria-
Independent curator
and scholar; former
Decorative Arts

curator of the Los

Angeles County

Museum of Art; and
Mia McEldowney-
dependent curator,
collector, CERF
trustee, AJF trustee,
and member of
ArtTable,



AJF San Francisco

s ince mailing out trip information/registra-
tion for the proposed San Francisco trip
in conjunction with SNAG in late May, we have
heard from many of you about various concems
(the war which has turned some off from air
travel, the proximity of the trip to SOFA/NY
which impacts our East Coast members, the
continuing downtum in the economy, etc.).

As a result, the Board has decided to cancel
the trip as previously described but plans to
offer AJF members and their guests an evening
reception on Thursday, May 22, at the home

of board member Pat Rodimer. The cost for
this evening will be $45. Pat’s home is just
minutes by cab (or public transportation) from
Union Sguare. We will be gathering there starting
at 5:30. So for those of you will are in the area
and/or attending the SNAG conference, please
RVSP to Pat directly by leaving a message on
the AJF phone line: 415.522.2924.

We also want to remind people that on Sunday:

DeNovo will have an opening for a group

show with 6 incredible German goldsmiths

and lapidaries. The artists included in the show
will be Wilhelm and Ute Buchert and Bernd,
Jorg, Tom and Jutta Munsteiner. Bernd and
Jorg Munsteiner will be coming from Germany

to be at the gallery that day to talk with visitors
about their work,

Tercera Gallery will be featuring a special show
with Donald Friedlich and he will be at the
gallery that day.

The Stanford tour will include seeing a new
sculptural installation by Andy Goldsworthy,
a fountain and sculpture by Mia Lin, the Rodin
sculpture garden, and a visit to the Paupa New
Guinea Sculpture garden, and morne.

—WHY DO WE BUY WHAT WE BUY?

Trip provokes members to ponder B

uring the AJF trip to Philacelphia Bruce Metealf brougnt up the question of what
criteria collectors use to decide what jewelry to purchase. i is a quaeston that
provoked a lot of discussion. The foliowing list suggests some of the possibiities gatherea
frorm Bruce as well as others. Which ones do you think about?

n Originality/Invention. How much does it resemble work you have seen before?
Is it influenced, a clever quotation, or an imitation? ks there integrity in the design and/or
the concept?

Quality of craftsmanship. |5 the artist skiled? How are the materals, form and

color usad 1o further the design? |s there a resolution? Are all aspects of the design and

conception worked out?

E intelligence. ‘What is the relationship of the materials to each other? To the meaning
embeddad in the object? Doas the object make a compelling argument for itself?
Does t make a compeling statement that is appropriate to its ime? Does it effectively
communicate the artist's intent? s it clear?

H Wearable. If a piace is made to be wearable has the artist considered the issues of
practicality? Sza, weight, scale, the functioning of the findings, and so forth.

H Multiples or unique statements. |5 ¢ Clear that what you are buying s 2 mutiple?
Or a unigue piece? Can you tel the difference?

H Defining your collection. Do you want to cofect some pieces to wear? And/or
others to conternplate or give to a museum in the future? Are you comfortable with
jewelry that makes a statement in public? Do you want 1o be igentified by the
unquenass of what you are wearing? Can you articulate what draws you o certain
pieces? What relationship do yvou have to your jeweiny collection?

In order to collect intelligentty it is Important to expose yourself 1o a wide range of work,
And then over time to think about what appeals to you and why, Then reading books and
mageazine articles and engaging in an opean discussion with artists, dealers, and others

DO D 3w

interested in this area will educate you. As most of you know the trips sponsored by AJF offer

the greatest oppartunity to expand your knowledge and exposes yoursef directy 1o the peop

e

and cbjects that most inform your future decisions. It can be a very exciting and fun process.

It also means that your disceming taste will encourage the artist 1o better and better work,
That's a good thing. ®

BOARD MEETING NOTES

We will regulariy use this newsletter to brief members on items discussed by the

AJF Board. The Board meets quarterly in a virtual meeting via conference call.

Curator of Crafts and Decorative 'K "ee

WE WELCOME A NEW BOARD
MEMBER, JO LAURIA. Jo is
cusrantly an independent curator
and scholar, known to many of you
In the foemer role of Decoretive Arts
curator of the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. Based in LA,

Jo is currently warking on Several
exhibition projects and is presanty
negotiating with Chronicke Books
te co-author a Dook with Suzanne
Balzerman, the Imogene Gieling

Arts at the Cakland Museurn of
Calidornia. The subpect

of the proposed publication is
“California Design: 1955-1076" and
1t will inchude an overview of matals
and jewelry of the period.

BN

UNDERWROTE OMNE OF THIS
YEAR'S SNAG CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS. Ve falt it fitting to
support Steve Cabella's prasantation
on 25 years of collecting an jwelry
along with tips for collectors.

APPROVED A DOMATION OF
$1800 to the Museum of Craft and
Folk Art in San Francisco which

s mounting a jewelry exhibition,
“Valuables: Jewslny in the Mew
Millannium™ in May in conjunction with
SNAG, The donation is specilic to
support the curator documentation of
thia show to appear in the museum’s

publication, A Report.

APPROVED, FOR THE SECOND
TIME, an increasa in tha amount of the
Emanging Artist Award to $2000.



My Philadelphia Story:
An AJF Newcomer Describes our 2002 Tour

Visiting artists in residence:
Because Mve raraly visited jewalry
artists at work, | especally
enjoyed meating with Jan
Yager Bruce Metcalf
Mardi-Jo Cohen, =1 Ray
King in their studios. These
Zassions ware nich with leaming
miore abaut the process from the
time an arlist gats a Dnlkant oea
to the display of finished work

in the artists’

':"-e aifferences

approach, body of work, materiais,

space, range, and inspiraton
were fascinating o see up Cose

Jar's work evolves from inspiration

che fincis

quita literally, at the

§ her stucho inoan

dustrial area of the city, Sha

ates in metal those scrapoy

itthe plants that survive on a
concreta diet, and sha on
fiowing brooches. She
into & nuff

alegarnt,

Waaves Cracx vials

collar as oelicate as ary from the

Elizabethan age

Upstairs, in another studio in the
same building Bruce presented
us with an informed way to
evaluate the work we see, and
& shared his definition of art as
ahlways about exploration. (See
redated article on buwing critena.)
He wanits his work 10 provoke
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GO00 FOOD AND GREAT HOSPTTALITY FROM
HOSTS HUTH ARD RICK SMYDEAMAN ARE

ERJOTED HERE BY LEFT T0 RaiHT]: SHanin

CHURCH, EMILY GUATWAN, ELISAN CLMMING,

DOMAL BRIEKIN, JOAN DUTTOM AND REY KING

cormversation, and ndeed
5 necklaces on exnibit at
the Wexler Gallery achieved

that goal.

Mardi-Jo Cohen works and

ves in the same space, with
napiration sumounding her

on just about every surface
possible. Her work ca

delcate, polished, scohisticated,
and whamsical all at the
same time. You

expact some

of her pieces
to Qat up l'f
and move

ke an l'-
animated

Cartoon

Hay King's
creatons take i
acvantage of the
properties of light
that aliow i 1o

reflec

1 refract, His work

ranges from wall sconce

COMMESsIons 1o city sculpturas
[we were treated 10 a recent
nstalation at an intersaction
leading to the Arts District in
Philadeiphia) to jewely that
fakes acvartage of kght
travesing throwgh pnsm snapes
and Creging Gazzing ranoows

Staying at home: Specal
thanks to the generous pecoe
whio cpened their homes 1o us—
Hope 2nd Paul Makler
Helen »~ Leonard Evelev
Gail and Bob Brown, Clara
! Ben Hollander, and
Ruth 21 Rick Snyderman.

Some special images for me:
Hope Makler weanng an
unmistakably Alexander Calcer
neckiace that looked substantia

and stunning on her celcate
frame in a simple black dress
the rich colors in the Evelev's

home and the exotic way
ewelry, art, and light accentad
e rooms, Gall Brown's
engaging passion about her

wonderful art colechon and her

special display cases for
Clara Hollander's
& display of jewelry
on top of flowers, fruits, anc

EweEiry;

veqatables in the
dining room; and
the predictaibdy

wonderful
| Sryderman
i horme, filled
with treasuras

enverywhiers

Each home provioed a
cial arvironment for
jawely as well as a
forms of art and craft,
While we saw great

diversity from homa to home
synergy ranked as the
COMmIMcn genominator—ihe
“whole” of each home was
defin ety greater than the “sum
of all the parts.” Sopeaking of
synangy, have you aver met

saiah Jagar

Piecing it all together:
On our last day together, we
vated Julla and lsaiah
Zagar, for what wi
n our program as

breaktast, followad by a

a light

walking tour of s0me of

mosaic install-atons n the
" looked
imagining

e mosaic

delicate

smal

touches 1o a reighborhood
ark of walkway

And nowy, for something

compietely differant. Cluita

SImMply, Isaiah has bull an

Mpresshe Nuge MosaIc Gy

5 described

f Isaiah's

within the city of Philadeainhia—
magne amazing fiowng
SOarkar g MOSass :.','I:'A':I‘.I"l;;
peciures and words out of
pwacas of tha, QEsS, MImors
oliects, of

and found objects, covering

5 and buidings and blocks

WaELS
as far as the
aye just doasn't know wihera 10

start or stop

By Can s8a. Your

In=a0e his home, Isaiah's

mosaics cover just about

EvEry

ot of wall and ceding space ir
AIMOST eveny oim, |"~.'.|I;f']|"-j_':|

a basamen

the mind of every meter reacer
umber who has ever seer

or pi

n his ,_.-’1;_1.:-'".:;1

'.\-u-.-.-

[ LIPS O
IENES and QBCKS | 've ever Soar

JUlia and Baian's nomea was
the perfact satting for Miml
Livingston's ovely tribute

that expressed the gratiuds

th and Rick

we gl felt to
Srydeman—and
Priadeiphians they persuaded

all the

to contrnibute to this tour—for
ther time and thoughtfulness in
makang our vist 5o memorable.
Wiould | join another AJF tour?
In a Mew York minute. Thank
vou 1o Pat Rodimer for
riting me on this ona

hope to
Philacsipr
more graat AP

566 members o

i tour on Many

acventures

whans sha

stanaent

consutant

WOVKEN0O0 Badsr, and author

e new book, 73

rou Can see Na

@



LS Banle/City Centra
1420 5th Avenue #108
Seatie, WA 98101
206.624,6768

‘Group Glass Jewelry Exhibit”;
rAational at the Vet Gallary,
1404 15t Avenue, Saafte,
[June 2003)

“All Mixad Up": a mixed meatal
show, [Aprl 23-May 10, 2003]
Opening reception April 23 with
lecture the same day, ‘Glass
Dimeansions-Beyond the Bead®
imational, curated by Ginger
Kelley [from April-June 2003]
This show is at the Washington
State Comvention and Trade
Canter, 800 Pka Street, Seatte.

L ||
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The deadline for receiving

material for the next issue of our

newsletter is August 15, 2003 for

Transiucent/Transparent®
invitational Glass Jewsiry Show.
[June &<21]

“Coior Has It° an enamel jewslry
art show, [August 15-30].

Mobilia

358 Huron Avenue
Cambricige, MA 02138
617.876.2108

“Suzan Rezac": new jewalry by
a master metalsmith. [May 3-31]

*Agt for the Ear”: Eamings by over
50 artists from around the ULS.
and abroad. [May 3-May 27].
“The Ring™: exibition of over
300 rings by artists al over the
world, continues 1o travel. It will
be at The Gallery in Ruthin,
Walas, through May 18.

PO. Box 590216

publication in September.

@ Plaass send your contributions dirsctly 1o Pat Redimer,
59 Webster Street, San Francisco, CA B4117.

# Calendar conrioutions should be emaied to infe@artjewelryforum.org

@ ¥ you have any questions about this publication, please cal

Pat ot 415.522.2924

AJF Art Jewelry Forurm

131 West Palace Avenue
Sarta Fa, NM 87501
505.986.3432

"Ariists at the Forge,” studio
jeneiny in steal and 22k goid.
Ma Mu Cho/Robin Martin-
Cust [April 4-May 4]

Tha Veiled Beauty of Michasl
Zopel,” Michael Zobel [May
22-June 22]

*Layered Edges/Tined Fomns”
studio jewelry and assamibles
1 metal, Allison B-Barnett/
Ivan Barnett [October 31—
Movember 20]

"Diamonds and Rust”, Pat
Fiynn [December S-January 4]

San Francisco, GA 84069

Velvet da Vinei |
508 Hayes Streat

San Francisco, CA 84102
415,826.7478
*Chess”, a touring exhibition of
contemporany chessmen by
1-31] The exhibition will present
pieces by individual artists that
will ba combined o create
complete chess sets. There
will be over 90 artists from 10
different countries making the
exchibition wil travel to the Viennet
Gallery in Scotland, the Fow
Gallery in London and concluda
at Thomas Mann's Gallery
/0 in Mew Crlgans in the fall
of 2003,

The At of Goid", featuring 79
piecas of the finest contemporary
goldwork by 7B artists, opanad at
the Crocker Museum, ©
Sacramento, CA. Mext it goes to
University of Richmand,
Saptember 1-October 20]
Arkansas Arts Center in Ltie
Riock [January 28-March 15,
2004]; Mint Museum of Craft
+ Dasign in Chariotte from
[Agpril 3-8, 2004]; and finally 1o
Anchorage Museum in Aasks
from [Movember 10-January 7]
AJF confributed fo the catalog for
tres SPow.



